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Suggested Reading List 
 

The following are suggested reading for the course.  You will be provided with core 
textbooks for all topics, but should supplement these with additional reading.  Some are in 
the school library; others you should be able to get hold of through your local public library. 
 
 

Component One - Breadth Study 1H: Tsarist and Communist Russia, 1855-1964 

J Bromley, Russia 1848–1917, Heinemann, 2002  

G Darby, The Russian Revolution, Longman, 1998 

D Evans and J Jenkins, Years of Russia, the USSR and the Collapse of Soviet 
Communism, Hodder Arnold (2nd edn), 2001 

J Hite, Tsarist Russia 1801–1917, Causeway Press, 2004 

J Laver, The Modernisation of Russia 1856–1985, Heinemann, 2002 

S J Lee, Russia and the USSR, Routledge, 2005 

M Lynch, Reaction and Revolutions: Russia 1881–1924, Hodder Murray (2nd new edn), 
2005 

D Murphy and T Morris, Russia 1855–1964, Collins, 2008 

A Wood, The Russian Revolution, Longman (2nd edn), 1986 

 
Component Two – Depth Study 2B: The Wars of the Roses, 1450-1499 

D Cook, Lancastrians and Yorkists: The Wars of the Roses, Longman, 1984 

A Crawford, The Yorkists: The History of a Dynasty, Continuum-3PL, 2007 

S Gristwood, Blood Sisters: The Women Behind the Wars of the Roses, 2013  

D Grummitt, A Short History of the Wars of the Roses, I. B. Tauris, 2012 

M Hicks, The Wars of the Roses, Yale University Press, 2012 

D Jones, The Hollow Crown: The Wars of the Roses and the Rise of the Tudors, 2015 
If you only buy one book, make it this one! 

C Pendrill, The Wars of the Roses and Henry VII: England 1459-c.1513, Heinemann, 2004 

A Pickering, Lancastrians to Tudors, Cambridge University Press, 2000 

A J Pollard, The Wars of the Roses, Palgrave Macmillan, 2013 

C Ross, The Wars of the Roses, Thames and Hudson, 1986  
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A-level History 
 

You are required to complete all the tasks detailed in this  
booklet.  Your knowledge and understanding of this work will be assessed during 

the first week of the A-level History course. 
 
 

1. As with other subjects you need to demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of a range 
of key terms. These terms form the basis of the historical language that you will become 
familiar with over the course of year 12, and you will become experienced in using this 
language in essays. 

 
2. You are required to work your way through the following tasks, completing them by the end 

of the summer holiday, and submitting them in the first lesson of year 12.  
 

3. This booklet contains tasks for you to complete, the tasks should give you a flavour of some 
of the areas we will be looking at over the course of the autumn term. Read carefully!! 

 
4. Don’t forget – you will sit a short knowledge test near the beginning of the autumn term, so 

don’t think this transition pack work doesn’t matter – IT DOES!!!!!!!!!!  You will also be 
completing two essays in exam conditions based on the work and research you have done. 

 
5. This is a detailed and comprehensive assignment.  Don’t rush it.  Break it down into small 

tasks and PLAN how you are going to spend your time over the coming weeks.  This will 
provide you with the opportunity to develop excellent study skills in preparation for your A-
level studies.  

 
6. You are about to embark upon an exciting stage of your learning – and in 2 short years you 

may be heading off to University, so EXPECT to be challenged, EXPECT to scratch your head, 
EXPECT to take longer over these tasks than you may have been used to in year 11. Don’t 
forget, you will now be spending ALL your time doing 3 or 4 subjects – so at first it may seem 
strange to be spending so long on one thing - but you’ll get used to it. It’s all part of the 
learning process and moving you on to be confident, independent 6th form learners. 
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Study and examination skills  
 

Differences between GCSE and A-level History  
The amount of factual knowledge required for answers to A-level History questions is much more 
detailed than at GCSE. Factual knowledge in the A-level is used as supporting evidence to help 
answer historical questions. Knowing the facts is important, but not as important as knowing that 
factual knowledge supports historical analysis.  
 

 Extended writing is more important in A-level History. You will be expected to answer 
questions in essay format, structuring your own argument.  

 Reading is absolutely vital – if you don’t enjoy reading this is not the subject for you! 
 
 
Similarities with GCSE: 
  
Source analysis and evaluation  
The skills in handling source historical sources, which were acquired at GCSE, are developed in A-
level History. In the A-level, sources have to be analysed in their historical context, so good factual 
knowledge of the subject is important.  
 
Historical interpretations  
Skills in historical interpretation at GCSE are also developed in A-level History. The ability to 
analyse different historical interpretations is important. Students will also be expected to explain 
why different historical interpretations have occurred.  
 
Extended writing: 
 
When faced with extended writing in A-level History students can improve their performance by 
following a simple routine that attempts to ensure they achieve their best performance.  
Answering the question  
 
What are the command instructions?  
 
Different questions require different types of response. For instance, ‘In what ways’ requires 
students to point out the various ways something took place in History. ‘Why’ questions expect 
students to deal with the causes or consequences of an historical event. ‘How far’ and ‘to what 
extent’ questions require students to produce a balanced, analytical answer. Usually, this will take 
the form of the case for and the case against an historical question.  
 
Are there key words or phrases that require definition or explanation? 
 
It is important for students to show that they understand the meaning of the question. To do this, 
certain historical terms or words require explanation. For instance, if a question asked ‘how far’ a 
politician was an ‘innovator’, an explanation of the word ‘innovator’ would be required.  
Does the question have specific dates or issues that require coverage?  
 
If the question mentions specific dates, these must be adhered to. 
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Planning your answer  
Once you have decided on what the question requires, write a brief plan. For structured questions 
this may be brief. This is a useful procedure to make sure that you have ordered the information 
you require for your answer in the most effective way. For instance, in a balanced, analytical 
answer this may take the form of jotting down the main points for and against and historical issue 
raised in the question.  
 
Writing the answer  
 
Communication skills 
The quality of written English is important in A-level History. The way you present your ideas on 
paper can affect the quality of your answer. Therefore, punctuation, spelling and grammar require 
close attention. Look at the mark schemes for each unit with show you this.  
 
The introduction 
These should be both concise and precise. Introductions help ‘concentrate the mind’ on the 
question you are about to answer. Remember to answer the question and outline briefly the areas 
you intend to discuss in your answer. 
  
Balancing analysis with factual evidence  
It is important to remember that factual knowledge should be used to support analysis. Merely 
‘telling the story’ of an historical event is not enough. A structured question or essay should contain 
separate paragraphs, each addressing an analytical point that helps to answer the question. Good 
A-level essays integrate analysis and factual knowledge. 
 
Seeing connections between reasons 
In dealing with ‘why’ – type questions it is important to remember that the reasons for an 
historical event might be interconnected. Therefore, it is important to mention the connections 
between the reasons. Also, it might be important to identify a hierarchy of reasons – that is, are 
some reasons more important than others in explaining an historical event?  
 
Using quotations and statistical data 
One aspect of supporting evidence that sustains analysis is the use of quotations. These can be 
from either a historian or a contemporary. However, unless these quotations are linked with 
analysis and supporting evidence, they tend to be of little value. It can also be useful to support 
analysis with statistical data. In questions that deal with social and economic change, precise 
statistics that support your arguments can be very persuasive.  
 
The conclusion  
All structured questions and essay require conclusions. If, for example, a question requires a 
discussion of ‘how far’ you agree with a question, you should offer a judgement in your 
conclusion. Don’t be afraid of this – say what you think. Students who write analytical answers, 
ably supported by factual evidence, under-perform because they fail to provide a conclusion that 
deals directly with the question.  
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How to handle sources in A-level History 
Source analysis forms an integral part of A-level History. In dealing with sources you should be 
aware that historical sources must be used in ‘historical context’. 
In dealing with sources, a number of basic hints will allow you to deal effectively with source-
based questions and to build on your knowledge and skill in using sources at GSCE. 
  
Written sources 
  
Provenance 
It is important to identify who has written the source and when it was written. This information can 
be very important. If, for example, a source was written by the Yorkists in 1455, this would be of 
considerable importance if you are asked about the value of the source as evidence of Yorkist 
motives for fighting the battle of St Albans. 
 
Tone - is the content factual or opinionated?  
Once you have identified the author and date of the source, it is important to study its content. 
The content may be factual, stating what has happened or what may happen. On the other hand, 
it may contain opinions that should be handled with caution. These will bias, it’s a question of 
what they bias is and how biased it is. Even if a source is mainly factual, there might be important 
and deliberate gaps in factual evidence that can make a unreliable. Usually, written sources 
contain elements of both opinion and factual evidence. It is important to judge the balance 
between these two parts.  
 
Has the source been written for a particular audience?  
To determine the reliability of a source it is important to know whom it is directed. For instance, a 
public speech may be made to achieve a particular purpose and may not contain the author’s true 
beliefs or feelings. In contrast, a private diary entry may be much more reliable in this respect. 
  
Corroborative evidence  
To test whether or not a source is reliable, the use of other evidence to support or corroborate the 
information it contains is important. Cross-referencing with other sources is a way of achieving 
this; so is cross-referencing with historical information contained within a chapter.  
 
 
Progression in A-level History  
The ability to achieve high standards in A-level History involves the acquisition of a number of 
skills:  

 Good written communication skills  

 Acquiring a sound factual knowledge  

 Evaluating factual evidence and making historical conclusions based on the evidence  

 Source analysis  

 Understanding the nature of historical interpretation  

 Understanding the causes and consequences of historical events  

 Understanding the ideas of change and continuity associated with themes.  
 
Students should be aware that the acquisition of these skills will take place gradually.  At the 
beginning of the course, the main emphasis may be on the acquisition of factual knowledge, 
particularly when the body of knowledge studied at GCSE was different.  
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Course aims & content  
You will study three components to receive your A-Level in history.  
 
Component One – Breadth Study 1H: Tsarist and Communist Russia, 1855-1964 
 
This component consists of a study of Russian history between 1855 and 1964.  The 
component focuses on your ability to assess key questions in the context of longer 
periods of history.  This component also requires you to judge the validity of 
different historical interpretations. 
 
Component Two – Depth Study 2B: The Wars of the Roses, 1450-1499 
  
This component focuses on the social and political turmoil brought about by 
periodic warfare in England during the Wars of the Roses.  The component requires 
you to demonstrate deep knowledge of various concepts such as authority and royal 
legitimacy.  The component also requires you to assess the usefulness of historical 
sources in relation to specific questions. 
 
Component Three – Historical Investigation: Germany 1789-1933 (or alternative 
area of interest) 
 
This is a personal study based on a topic of your choice.  The History department will 
prepare you for this with a short, taught overview of the skills necessary to 
complete this and give support around identifying an area of study and choosing a 
question.  You will need to produce a 3,500-4,500 word essay that answers a 
question based around an historical issue or idea lasting around 100 years.  This 
component is focused on independent reading and research. 
 
A-level assessment 
 
A-level exams take place after two years and cover the entire chronology of each 
component. 
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Preparation work  
 
There are two aspects to the work you need to complete before you start your A-level History 
course.  
 
Completion of this preparation work is a pre-requisite to acceptance on this course. It must be 
handed in on your first History lesson in September.  Please write each task separately, as there 
are two teachers teaching the course and one will go to each teacher. 
 
The tasks are actual written assignments which you need to complete and hand in to the 
appropriate History teacher at the beginning of September. This will help you in two ways. It will 
give you some background information of the historical issues you will be studying and it will also 
refresh and develop the history skills necessary to be successful on this course.  
 
At the end of this pack are two textbook extracts that should help you, although you may wish to 
consult other books from the reading list. 
 
In addition to these transition tasks, there will be a formal, timed assessment with no notes in 
September. Details on the questions for this are in the specific sections of this transition booklet.  
 
All components will be taken into consideration in assessing your appropriate placement for A-
Level History.  
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Tasks for 1H: Tsarist and Communist Russia, 1855-1964 
 
 

1a. Tasks to be completed before the start of the course: 
Complete the following key words table – these are words relevant to the 1H course and will need 
to be used in lessons and in essays. You may wish to write directly onto the sheet or create your 
own version to print. You may use definitions from the internet but must be able to understand 
what these definitions are stating. 
 

Keyword Definition 

Capitalism  

Communism  

Autocracy  

Liberalism  

Marxism  

Dictatorship  

Totalitarianism   

Russification  

Oppression  

Agriculture  

Emancipation  

Industrialisation  

Historiography   

Tsar/Czar  
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1b. Write a response to the following question. Use the guidance and stepped process in this 
booklet to help you. 
 
Using your understanding of the historical context, how convincing is extract 1 in relation to the 
condition of Russia in 1855. [10 Marks] 
 
The Russian Empire was deeply divided between the government and the Tsar’s subjects; between 

the capital and the provinces; between the educated and he uneducated; between Western and 

Russian ideas; between the rich and the poor; between privilege and oppression; between 

contemporary fashion and centuries-old custom. Most people (and over 90% of the Emperor’s 

subjects were born and bred in the countryside) felt that a chasm divided them from the world 

inhabited by the ruling elites. […] Except in times of war, most of them were motivated by 

Christian belief, peasant customs, village loyalties and reverence for the Tsar rather than by 

feelings of nationhood. 

Adapted from Robert Service, History of Modern Russia, 1997 

What is this question asking you do to do? 

This question is asking you to consider whether or not Robert Service makes a ‘convincing’ or 

believable argument about what Russia was like in 1855. You should ‘test’ Service’s claims against 

evidence that you can find.  

What is the main argument of this extract? What does Service claim is the ‘condition of Russia in 1855’? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Is this convincing?  

Research the following quotations from Service’s extract by using the textbook pages and article provided 

as well as the internet to consider if his claims are ‘convincing.’  

1. ‘The Russian Empire was deeply divided’ – is this statement convincing?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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2. ‘Most people felt that a chasm divided them from the world inhabited by the ruling elites.’ – is this 

statement convincing? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ‘Except in times of war, most of them were motivated by Christian belief, peasant customs, village 

loyalties and reverence for the Tsar rather than by feelings of nationhood.’ – is this statement 

convincing? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Bring all of these points together to answer the question ‘Using your understanding of the historical 

context, how convincing is extract 1 in relation to the condition of Russia in 1855.’  

This should be written in full sentences and paragraphs. This should be no shorter than one side of 

hand written A4. This should be no longer than three pages of hand written A4. 

Checklist: 

I have stated Service’s main argument ☐ 

I have explained why this is convincing ☐ 

I have used a quotation to support this point ☐ 

I have used own knowledge to support this point ☐ 

I have explained why this is not fully convincing ☐ 

I have used a quotation to support this point ☐ 

I have used own knowledge to support this point ☐ 
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Mark Scheme for task 1b 

 
 Understanding of 

interpretation 
Use of contextual knowledge Evaluation Contextual 

Knowledge 

L5  
Est. A*+ 
10 

Very good understanding of the 
interpretation– clearly outlining 
each argument using the 
extract. 

Strong awareness of specified context used 
to analyse and evaluate each interpretation 
in terms of how convincing it is in relation to 
the specified context. 

Evaluation is well supported 
and convincing. 

Very good 
understanding of the 
historical context. 

L4  
Est. A-B 
8-9 

Good understanding of 
interpretation –outlining each 
argument using the extract. 

Knowledge of specified context used to 
analyse and evaluate each interpretation in 
terms of how convincing it is in relation to 
the specified context. 

Evaluation is mostly well 
supported and convincing. 
May have minor limitations in 
breadth or depth. 

Understanding of the 
historical context. 

L3  
Est. C-D 
6-7 

Some comment on 
interpretation using the extract 
to support points. 

Use of historical context to make points 
about strengths and weaknesses of the 
arguments. 

Some analysis and evaluation 
but an imbalance in the 
degree and depth of 
comments 

An understanding of 
the historical context. 

L2  
Est. E-U 
3-5 

Some accurate comment on the 
interpretation. 

Some reference to the historical context to 
discuss points.  

Little or no evaluation – 
comments are generalised, 
inaccurate or irrelevant 

Some understanding 
of the historical 
context. 

L1  
Est. U 
0-2 

Covers in generalised way 
showing little understanding. 

Some general awareness of the context Generalised comments on 
strengths and weaknesses 
likely to be inaccurate or 
irrelevant 

Limited 
understanding of 
context. 
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1c. Assessment in September 
 
Prepare for a formal, timed assessment as part of your transition. 
 
Essay Question: 
‘The Tsar had ultimate power over the Russian Empire in the mid-19th Century.’ How far do you 
agree?  
 
You should use all resources available in this pack as well as additional research to be fully 
prepared to answer this question in exam conditions.   
 
There is specific reading at the end of this pack to help with this assessment. You should plan your 
response before you return to school in September: 
 
Space to plan: 
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Tasks for 2B: The Wars of the Roses, 1450-1499 - Each of the tasks should be roughly one side of A4 
 
2a – tasks to be completed before the start of the course 
 
1. Create a timeline of the key events 1450-1455  

 
2. Create a profile for King Henry VI 

 
3. Write a summary of the Hundred Year War to include: 

 Causes 

 Key battles 

 Key individuals 

 Consequences 
 

4. Analyse source A to answer the following question: 
 

“With reference to source A and your understanding of the historical context, assess the 
value of this source to an historian studying the reasons for unrest in England in 1450” 

 
Source A – From ‘An English Chronicle’, a continuation of a much longer history of England.  It 
was up-dated to include contemporary events. The coverage of events 1450 to 1461 were 
written in the early 1460s by an unknown author.  This chronicle covers events up to 1461.  

 
 
Use the questions below to plan your answer, then answer the question in full. 
 

1. What reasons does the source give for the unrest in England? 
 
 

2. Which parts of the source support this? 
 
 

3. What knowledge do you have that might either support or challenge the view the reasons 
given were valid? 
 
 

4. What about the provenance (where the source comes from) and tone of the source do you 
need to take account of when assessing the source as evidence (reliability)?  
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Mark Scheme for this task 
 

Do not just describe what the source says – evaluate it (for usefulness, reliability, etc.) and make 
judgements based on the quality of the evidence from an historian’s point of view. 
 
 

2b. For assessment in September 
 
Prepare for a formal, timed assessment as part of your transition. 
 
16 mark question (this will be marked using the same mark scheme you as GCSE History): 
 
"Henry VI's loss of France meant that he had failed as king by 1454" How far do you 
agree?  Explain your answer. 
  
You may use the following in your answer: 

 Final loss of Gascony 

 Birth of Prince Edward 

 
You should use all resources available in this pack as well as additional research to be fully 
prepared to answer this question in exam conditions.   
 
 
  

Level Contextual Knowledge 
Understanding of 

the content 
Understanding of 

provenance 
Argument and 

judgement 

5 

Very good 
understanding of the 
historical context with 
specific examples used 
to answer the question. 

Value of source 
content is very good 
and used to answer 
the question. 

Value of source 
provenance is very 
good and used to 
answer the question. 

There is a balanced 
argument and this is 
well substantiated. 

4 

A good understanding of 
the historical context 
that is used to help 
answer the question. 

Value of source 
content is good and 
used to answer the 
question. 

Value of source 
provenance is good 
and used to answer 
the question. 

Judgement is partial 
or limited. 

3 

Aware of the historical 
context; linked to the 
question. 

There is some 
understanding of the 
content (possible 
imbalance). 

There is some 
understanding of the 
provenance. 

Judgement is no 
fully convincing. 

2 

Some understanding of 
the historical context; 
link to the question may 
be limited. 

Partial understanding of content and 
provenance. 

Judgement is 
unconvincing. 

1 

Limited understanding of 
context; not all linked to 
the question. 

Something the source, but there may be 
some inaccuracy. 

No judgement on 
the value of the 
source for the 
question asked. 
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Checklist for your first History lesson in September: 
 
You will be expected to hand in work in your first History lesson so please come prepared.  
 
This work, and your attitude towards it, will be taken into consideration when determining your 
suitability for the course. 
 

1H Tsarist and Communist Russia 
 

 1a. Complete the key words sheet (page 9) 
 

 1b. Write a response to the 10 mark extract question (pages 10-12) 
 

 1c. Prepare for an essay in your transition week in September (page 13) 
 
2B The Wars of the Roses, 1450-1499 
 

 2a Part 1 Create a timeline of the key events 1450-1455 (page 14) 
 

 2a Part 2. Create a profile for King Henry VI (page 14) 
 

 2a Part 3. Write a summary of the Hundred Year War to include: 

 Causes 

 Key battles 

 Key individuals 

 Consequences 
(Page 14) 
 

 2a Part 4. Write a response to the 10 mark source question (pages 14 and 15) 
 

 2b. Prepare for an essay in your transition week in September (page 15) 
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Textbook extracts to help with Task 1a 
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Reading for Task 1b 
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Textbook extracts to help with tasks for the Wars of the Roses  
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